REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON PEACE- WORK-FATHERLAND

LAW N° 2006/015 OF 29 DECEMBER 2006 ON JUDICIAL ORGANIZATION
AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED BY

THE LAW N° 2011/027 OF 14™ DECEMBER 2011

The National Assembly deliberated and adopted,

The President of the Republic hereby enacts the law set out below:
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CHAPTERI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1: This law lays down judicial organization in Cameroon.

Section 2: (1) Justice shall be administered on the territory of the Republic in the name
of the people of Cameroon.

(2) Judicial power shall be exercised by the Supreme Court, Courts of
Appeal and Courts.

Section 3 (new): Judicial organization shall comprise:

- The Supreme Court;

- Courts of Appeal;

- The Special Criminal Court;

- Lower courts for administrative litigation;
- Lower audit courts;

- Military Tribunals;

- High Courts;

- Courts for First Instance;

- Customary law courts.

Section 4 (new): (1) The law shall lay down:

- the organization of the Supreme Court and constituent Benches;
- the organization of appeal Courts and constituent Benches;

- the organization of the Special Criminal Court;

- the organization of lower courts for administrative litigation;

- = the organization of lower audit courts;

- the organization of military courts;

- the organization of courts sitting in labour matters;

- the organization of customary law courts;

- High Courts and constituent Benches;

- Courts of first Instance and constituent Benches.

(2) The administrative organization of courts shall be laid down by a separate
instrument.

Section 5: Subject to the provisions of Sections 15 and 18 below the institution of
proceedings and the procedure to be followed before courts shall be laid down by laws
governing procedure.

Section 6: (1) Justice shall be administered in public and judgements delivered in open
court.

(2) Any breach of sub-section (1) above shall render the whole
proceedings null and void “ab initio”.
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(3) Provided that, where expressly provided by law, hearings shall take
place in camera or chambers.

In addition, any court may, of its motion, or on the application of one or
more of the parties, order a full or partial hearing in camera of a given matter where
any publicity thereof may undermine State security, public or morality. In such case,
hearing shall not be opened to the public and mention thereof shall be made in the
decision which shall be public.

(4) All judgements shall be written before they are delivered.

Section 7: All judgements shall set out the reason on which they are based in fact and
in law. Any beach of this provision shall render the judgement null and void.

Section 8: (1) Justice shall be administered free of charge, subject only to the fiscal
provisions concerning stamp duty and registration and those concerning the
reproduction of the records of proceedings for appeals.

(2) Statutory fees and expenses of counsel and other auxiliaries of justice,
the cost of prosecution and the execution of court decisions shall be advanced by rthe
party who loses the action, except where there is a contrary reasoned decision of the
court.

(3) In criminal matters or any other matters as may be provided by law, the
Public Treasury shall advance funds, and where necessary, bear all expenses incurred
by the Legal Department.

(4) Legal aid shall be granted in accordance with the rules laid down in a
separate instrument.

Section 9: (1) judicial acts shall bear the names of the magistrate(s) of the Bench who
took part in the decision-making and shall be signed by them. Acts whose
accomplishment requires the assistance of a court registrar shall bear the name and
signature of the registrar.

(2) Where a matter is heard by a panel, the decision of the court shall be
that of the majority.

(3) The magistrate or magistrates in the minority may express their opinion
in writing by way of a dissenting judgement and enter it in the file of the matter.

Section 10: Judicial warrants and court decisions and orders shall be enforceable
throughout the national territory.

Section 11: Copies of judgements and judicial warrants, together with engrossments
and copies of contracts and all documents capable of enforcement, shall bear the
executory formula introduced as follows:
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‘REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON"

“IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF CAMEROON”
and closed with the following words:

“Wherefore, the President of Republic commands and enjoins all bailiffs and process-
servers to enforce this judgement (or order, etc.), The Procureurs General and the
State Counsel to lend support, and all commanders and Officers of the armed Forced
and Police Forces to lend them assistance when so required by the law”.

Section 12: (1) the judicial year shall begin from 1 January to 31 December of the
year.

(2) (a) The Minister in charge of Justice shall, on the proposal of Heads
of Courts of Appeal, Presidents of lower audit courts and Presidents of the lower courts
for administrative litigation, lay down the dates and time of court sessions, save for the
Supreme Court.

(b) Judicial recess shall run from the 1 July to 30 September.
(c) During the period of judicial recess, the number of court sessions shall

be reduced to a most 1/3, except in criminal matters, urgent applications and all other
matters considered urgent.

CHAPTERIII
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE

Section 13: (I) A Court of First Instance shall be established in each subdivision.
However, for service purposes, its area of jurisdiction may cover several sub-divisions,
by decree of the President of the Republic.

(2) The Court of First Instance shall be situated in the chief town of the
sub-division.

However, the Court may hear matters outside its seat. Such hearings
shall be referred to as “circuit courts”.

Section 14: (1) The Court of First Instance shall be composed of:

(a) At the bench:
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